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Vegelicious venues celebrated

Vegelicious venues celebrated

Toby Rice and Natasha Siebert from Five Flags Merchants jump 

for joy over their win. Photo: Tiffany Warner Photography

The winners of the 2025 Edgy Veg Awards have been 

crowned and five local businesses in the Macedon Ranges 

and Mount Alexander Shires have been celebrated for their 

incredible vegelicious fare.
The awards are now in their fourth year and expanded to 

Mount Alexander Shire for the first time in 2025.

This event is the longest-running trail in Australia that 

celebrates delicious food made from 100 per cent veg-

etables.
The project is delivered by Veg Action of the Macedon 

Ranges Sustainability Group and supported by Healthy 

Loddon Campaspe in Mount Alexander Shire.

Throughout April local patrons were encouraged to hit 

the Edgy Veg Trail and vote for their faves. 

With 46 venues on board, including 16 in Mount Alexan-

der Shire, there were even more vegelicious choices, more 

seasonal food, more opportunities to support local busi-

nesses and growers, with new cafes, restaurants and pubs 

to discover.In Mount Alexander Shire, the highest-scoring dish for 

the restaurant, pub and bar category was Shedshaker Brew-

ing, for their “elegantly presented and impeccably cooked” 

Gnocchi alla Romana dish, which was also described by 

one reviewer as “so flavoursome, light and filling. So well 

presented. Delicious.” 
The Railway Hotel placed a close second in this category. 

Shedshaker Brewing's Jacqueline Brodie Hanns said the 

competition ticked so many boxes. 

"It helps us reduce our carbon emissions, it's future-fo-

cused because reducing meat is good for the environment, 

and it has the advantage of being super healthy and incred-

ibly tasty," Jacqueline said.
In the café category, Five Flags Merchants at Campbells 

Creek took out the award with their sumptuous Toby’s 

Chocolate Cake with Seasonal Fruit Compote. Perfectly cap-

turing voter sentiment about the winning cake, one voter 

stated, “This cake is a winner. Melt in your mouth moist 

chocolate cake with beautifully piped frosting and delicious 

local fruit compote on the side. Very satisfying, filling and at 

the right level of sweetness. Well done.” 

Togs Café came a close second in this category.

Five Flags Merchants' Natasha Siebert said they were 

chuffed and excited to be among the winners.

"It really encourages people to sample more plant-based 

food and explore our wonderful range of vegetarian and 

vegan options showcasing local produce," she said.

Cake creator Toby Rice said they were incredibly grateful 

to the patrons who took the time to vote for them.

"It's really humbling," he said.Continued page 2.
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The Midland Express is an integral part of the community, telling important local stories and 
providing a unique promotional service for local businesses.

We can trace our heritage back to the Kyneton Guardian which was founded in 1856 to 
cover life on the road to the Goldfields. The Midland Express celebrated its 40th birthday 
in 2024 with the first edition being printed in April 1984.

Now, our newspaper is complemented by a strong web presence at midlandexpress.com.au 
to reach all corners of our region and beyond.

Our beautiful region is home to artists, craftspeople, industry and manufacturing and an extensive 
range of small businesses and producers, providing countless stories worthy of coverage.

Ph: 03 5422 1488   |   lbrew@midnews.com.au   |  midlandexpress.com.au

PRINT

Copies: 
17K

Population: 
70K
Price: 
FREE 270K

impressions/month
13K

combined social media followers

Edgar’s Mission Farm Sanctuary founder and director, Pam Ahern, has been awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in the King’s Birthday 2026 Honours List, in recognition of her service to animals. 

Full story, page 5.Changing hearts and minds

CFA loses council contract

Local fire brigades have lost their longstanding fire 

equipment maintenance contract with Macedon Ranges 

Shire Council, which provided a valuable source of income 

for their work.

The council has instead awarded the tender to a private 

contractor, Bendigo-based Elliots Fire and Safety Services.

For decades, qualified volunteer technicians from 

Macedon Ranges CFA brigades have serviced fire extin-

guishers, hose reels and other fire safety equipment at 

council facilities. 

The arrangement ensured that money spent on fire 

equipment maintenance was reinvested into local emer-

gency services.

Kyneton Fire Brigade captain Greg McIntyre said his 

brigade was disappointed to lose the contract.

"We believe we've done a good job there and we're 

saddened to lose that contract, which provided us with 

much-needed funds for development of our future equip-

ment and services to support the community," he said.

"It significantly affects our financial position as our 

fire equipment maintenance services provide us with a 

substantial income."

Council's director of assets and operations, Dom 

Testoni, said the new contract followed a public tender 

process covering all emergency services equipment, not 

just the fire-specific equipment previously maintained 

through the CFA.

"Like any building owner, council has a responsibility to 

regularly maintain emergency services equipment within 

its buildings," Mr Testoni said.

"This essential equipment – ranging from fire hydrants 

and sprinklers to exit signage – supports the safety of 

buildings, patrons and the broader community.

"Previously, council procured Bendigo-based CFA Fire 

Equipment Maintenance, which often subcontracted work 

to local CFA brigades.

"Council took the opportunity to review its approach to 

consolidate costs and improve efficiency, publicly tender-

ing a revised contract to maintain all emergency services 

equipment, not just fire-specific equipment."

Mr Testoni said CFA Fire Equipment Maintenance 

submitted a non-conforming tender because it did not 

demonstrate the capacity to fulfil the full scope of the 

new contract.

                           Contined page 3
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TAKE THE RIGHT 

DIRECTION.

GET THE RESULT  

YOU DESERVE.
The firm acts for clients in the areas of: 

• Wills & Power of Attorney

• Property Law

• Commercial Law

• Criminal Law

• Agribusiness Law

• Native Title

• Conveyancing

• Deceased Estates

• Family Law 

• LeasesPalmer, Stevens & Rennick 

have been providing legal 

advice to clients in Central 

Victoria and beyond for 

over 150 years.
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OUR COVERAGE

DEADLINES

Printed every Tuesday, The Midland Express 
is distributed right across the Macedon 
Ranges and Mount Alexander Shires and 
covers a wide range of hyperlocal issues. 
We print 17,000 copies reaching over 
70,000 people in the region.

Booking deadlines are Wednesday 4pm 
prior to Tuesday publication.

Get in touch today to discuss 
your campaign.

Lynda Brew - Sales Manager

Phone: 	 03 5422 1488
Email: 	 lbrew@midnews.com.au
Web: 	 midlandexpress.com.au
Socials: 	 @midlandexpress
Address: 	 3 Market Street 
	 Kyneton Vic 3444

CONTACT

WEBSITE ADVERTISING

Packages available.

Print & 

Digital bundle 

discounts 

available!



Modular Display Sizes and Rates

1ModuleWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T21
92 x 63
$239.40

T31
139 x 63
$359.10

T41
186 x 63
$478.80

T51
233 x 63
$598.50

2 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T12
45 x 129
$239.40

T22
92 x 129
$478.80

T32
139 x129
$718.20

T42
186 x 129
$957.60

T52
233 x129
$1,197.00

T82
374 x 129
$1,915.20

3 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T23
92 x 194
$718.20

T43
186 x 194
$1,436.40

T63
280 x 194
$2,154.60

4 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T14
45 x 260
$478.80

T24
92 x 260
$957.60

T34
139 x 260
$1,436.40

T44
186 x 260
$1,915.20

T84
374 x 260
$3,830.40

* Color plus 25%

T81
374 x 63
$957.60

Modular Display Sizes and Rates

1ModuleWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T21
92 x 63
$239.40

T31
139 x 63
$359.10

T41
186 x 63
$478.80

T51
233 x 63
$598.50

2 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T12
45 x 129
$239.40

T22
92 x 129
$478.80

T32
139 x129
$718.20

T42
186 x 129
$957.60

T52
233 x129
$1,197.00

T82
374 x 129
$1,915.20

3 ModulesWide

Code
Specs (mm)
Price (incl. GST)

T23
92 x 194
$718.20

T43
186 x 194
$1,436.40

T63
280 x 194
$2,154.60

4 ModulesWide

Code
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T14
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Code T11 T21 T31 T41 T51 T81
Specs (mm) 45.156 x 63.496 92.075 x 63.496 138.994 x 63.496 185.914 x 63.496 232.833 x 63.496 373.944 x 63.496
Code T11 T21 T31 T41 T51 T81
Specs (mm) 45.156 x 63.496 92.075 x 63.496 138.994 x 63.496 185.914 x 63.496 232.833 x 63.496 373.944 x 63.496
 (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w)

Code T12 T22 T32 T42 T52 T82
Specs (mm) 45.156 x 128.993 92.075 x 128.993 138.994 x 128.993 185.914 x 128.993 232.833 x 128.993 373.944 x 128.993
 (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w) (h) (w)

Code T23  T63 
Specs (mm) 92.075 x 194.49  280.106 x 194.49
 (h) (w)   (h) (w)  

Code T14 T24  T44   T84
Specs (mm) 45.156 x 259.987 92.075 x 259.987  185.914 x 259.987   373.944 x 259.987
 (h) (w) (h) (w)   (h)  (w)    (h)  (w)
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3 Module Wide

4 Module Wide
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45 X 259
(h)    (w)

$404

92 X 194
(h)    (w)

$606

45 X 128
(h)    (w)

$202

45 X 63
(h)    (w)

$101

92 X 63
(h)    (w)

$202

138 X 63
(h)    (w)
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(h)    (w)
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232 X 63
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373 X 63
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185 X 128
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$808

232 X 128
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373 X 128
(h)    (w)
$1069

280 X 194
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$321
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(h)    (w)

$808

185 X 259
(h)    (w)
$1069

373 X 259
(h)    (w)
$2055
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T84

60 X 128
(h)    (w)

$475

Discount Rates

     		        Discount 

* Rates applicable until June 30, 2027
* GST of 10% is included  
* Full colour included

ExpressExpressMIDLAND

30 modules	 15%

60 modules	 25%

120 modules	 30%

300 modules	 35%

600 modules	 40%

1200 modules	 45%

1800 modules	 50%
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File Format Display - Specifications

Classifieds - Specifications

Contacts

1.	 The following applications are used by 

	 Midland Express and The Castlemaine Mail:

	 • Adobe Photoshop 2025

	 • Adobe Illustrator 2025

	 • Adobe InDesign 2025

	 • Adobe Acrobat DC

2. 	We require all completed artwork to be 
	 supplied as a high resolution CMYK pdf 	
	 with no bleed or crop marks. 

3.	 No Microsoft Word documents will be accepted as 	

	 finished artwork but will be accepted as a text file 	

	 (.txt or .doc). Photo files should be attached to the 	 	

	 email, NOT imported into a Word document.

3.	 All photographs are to be close to 100% of size 

	 required and saved as .jpg or .tif

4.	 Photograph resolution must be 300dpi. 

5. 	 Logos can be supplied as pdf’s, .png or .jpg format 

	 (high resolution).

5.	 Please convert all Microsoft Publisher or Powerpoint

 	 files to a high resolution CMYK pdf before sending - 	

	 Publisher / Powerpoint files will not be accepted.

	 NB: Please ensure you include relevant booking 

	 information for the advertisement being sent 

	 eg: Publication title, day, date, advertisement size, 	

	 section to be published, contact name and number.

specifications for

sending suppliedartworkartwork

Module Sizes (mm) - Display advertising

Column Sizes - Classified advertising
based on 8 column maximum

T11 .................. 45h x 63w

T21 .................. 92h x 63w

T31 ................ 138h x 63w

T41 ................ 185h x 63w

T51 ................ 232h x 63w

T81 ................ 373h x 63w

T12 ................ 45h x 128w

T22 ................ 92h x 128w

T32 ............. 138h x 128w

T42 ............. 185h x 128w

T52 ............. 232h x 128w

T82 ............. 373h x 128w

T23 ................ 92h x 194w

T43 ............. 185h x 194w

T63 ............. 280h x 194w

T83 ............. 373h x 194w

T14 ............. 45h x 259w

T24 ............. 92h x 259w

T34 ........... 138h x 259w

T44 ........... 185h x 259w

T64 ........... 280h x 259w

T84 ........... 373h x 259w

T1 Front .... 60h x 128w

T2 Front .... 20h x 259w

1 Column ....................................... 30.75mm

2 Column ......................................... 63.5mm

3 Column ........................................96.25mm

4 Column .......................................... 129mm

5 Column ..................................... 161.75mm

6 Column ....................................... 194.5mm

7 Column ..................................... 227.25mm

8 Column .......................................... 260mm

Any queries regarding these settings or sending material please contact the following:

Production Manager:  Wayne Beckerley - p: (03) 5422 1488 e: wbeckerley@midnews.com.au

Sales Manager:  Lynda Brew - p: (03) 5472 1788 e: lbrew@midnews.com.au

General Manager:  Tim Ellen - p: (03) 5422 1488 e: tellen@midnews.com.au



Classifieds
Kyneton: 	 03 5422 1488
Castlemaine: 	03 5472 1788
Email:  classifieds@midnews.com.au

It’s easy to advertise in the classifieds. 
Send us your copy, our team can design your advertisement 

and send you a proof and cost for your approval.

Charged per word. 
Average of 4 words per line.
Up to and including 12 words:
Midland Express: $21.38  
Castlemaine Mail: $17.07

Prices starting from $46.17 pw
Midland Express only

Charged per column/centimetre.
Based on 1 column x 4cm:
Midland Express: $46.17  
Castlemaine Mail: $32.22
(Price increases by approx. $10 
per additional centimetre.)

Advertise your vehicle 
for 4 weeks in the 
Midland Express and 
Castlemaine Mail for:

LINE ADVERTISEMENTS SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEEL DEALS

DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS

SAMP
LE

MINI DIGGER
• Post holes
• Trenching
• Tree planting
• Driveways
• Levelling

Great for small jobs

Ring Greg
0411 409 354

SAMP
LE

Book 

your ad in 

both papers 

for a 

special deal!

SAMP
LE

SAMP
LE

We accept

All private party classified advertisements MUST be paid 
BEFORE the advertisement is published.

All pricing inclusive of GST.

$80 
(1 column x 5cm advert) 

or
$160 

(2 column x 5cm advert)

10% Discount 
for 4 week insertion
(From $41.55 pw)

15% Discount 
for 13 week insertion
20% Discount 
for 26 week insertion
30% Discount 
for 52 week insertion


